
Legal saga involving the drug Entresto (Novartis) in the United States

Of the 25 complaints Novartis has filed against 18 generic companies for alleged infringement of nine 
of its Entresto patents – bearing in mind that a complaint can involve several companies and pat-
ents – only two verdicts have been delivered so far (one in favour, the other against Novartis, which 
has lodged an appeal). That represents almost five years of sales at a high price, without competition.

Waves of complaints from Novartis 
against 18 generic companies 
(Delaware and West Virginia 
District Courts)

Reason: alleged infringement of 
nine patents

First verdicts:

•	 Delaware: one of the concerned 
patents (US 8 101 659) is deemed 
invalid by the court —› no in-
fringement for this patent. 

•	 West Virginia: Mylan is found 
guilty of infringing two patents 
(US 8 877 938 and US 9 388 134).

Novartis appealed to restore its 
US 8 101 659 patent, with delibera-
tions continuing to this day.*

Complaints about alleged infringe-
ments of four other patents are 
also pending.

Four generic product companies are 
still concerned to this day (Hetero, 
MSN, Mylan, Torrent).

Three companies saw their com-
plaints dismissed (Lupin, Natco, 
Noratech).

Eleven others have concluded 
negotiated confidential settle-
ments with Novartis (Alembic, 
Alkem, Aurobindo, Biocon, Crystal, 
Dr. Reddy’s, Laurus, Macleods, 
Novugen, Teva, Zydus/Cadila).
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* Status late August 2024


